THE  CRIMEAN  WAR

and the attack of the Bethmann-Hollweg group on Man-
teuffel grew lively during the Crimean war. On all
occasions critical for our friendship with Austria, the Min-
ister-President gave most emphatic effect to his dislike of
a breach with Austria, and of such a policy as led to the
Bohemian battlefields. In Prince Schwarzenberg's time,
subsequently in that of the Crimean war and the utilisation
of Prussia for the benefit of Austria's Eastern policy, our
relations with her reminded one of those between Lepo-
rello and Don Giovanni. At Frankfort, where, at the
time of the Crimean war, all the states of the Bund, with
the exception of Austria, tentatively demanded that Prus-
sia should represent them in presence of the coercion of
Austria and the Western Powers, I could not as the
spokesman of Prussian policy avoid a feeling of shame, of
bitterness, when I saw how, in face of the demands of
Austria, not even presented in courteous form, we sacri-
ficed all our own policy and every independent view; how
we fell back from one position to another, and, under the
pressure of our own inferiority, sought protection on Aus-
tria's towing-line, in fear of France and in humility towards
England. The Kingwas-not insusceptible to this impres-
sion of mine, but at the same time was not disposed to shake
it off by adopting a policy conceived in the grand style.

After the declaration of war against Russia by England
and France, on March 28, 1854, we entered into the offen-
sive and defensive alliance of April 20 with Austria, where-
by Prussia pledged herself, if circumstances required, with-
in thirty-six days to concentrate 100,000 men: one-third
in East Prussia and two-thirds at Posen or Breslau; and,
again, if circumstances demanded it, to augment her army
to 200,000 men, and to come to an understanding with
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